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1. Introduction and Problem Statement 
The US criminal justice system has been commendable for putting away offenders and making the public safe. The incarceration rates have increased over decades, partly due to the increase in the general population. Nonetheless, a section of academia has faulted the criminal justice department for its racial bias in the mass incarceration. A section of the black scholars have called the criminal justice system a “new form of Jim Crow” especially because the  numbers of African Americans behind bar is way above those of other races (Forman Jr. 2012). For instance, a 2018 survey by the Bureau of Justice Statistics revealed that for every 100,000 African American adults, as high as 2000 are behind bars (Gramlich, 2020). The seemingly high rates of incarceration of the African Americans compared to other races has generated much speculation prompting widespread racial critique to the America’s criminal justice system.  
All through the media and scholarly research, there have been concerns that the black race has been unfairly targeted, even with stricter policing strategies in Black neighborhoods than the white counterparts. It is questionable whether policies such as ‘war on drugs’ have been used in disguise to punish the Black population given the clear ethnic disparities in the US prisons. Black America has had a long and torturous history since the era of slavery and even in the post-emancipation period, there has been structural barriers to limit empowerment and equality for this population (Stubbins, 2016: Pun, 2017). In the view of this, it has been debatable whether the Jim Crow analogy holds water or indeed the criminal justice system is impartial and racially neutral in handling offenders. 
Given the controversy and lack of clarity on this phenomenon, it is an ideal opportunity to engage in research to identify if a correlation occurs between (structural) racism and mass incarceration. Today, very few studies have attempted to explain if a connection exists between racism in America and the mass imprisonment rates associated with the Black minorities. The goal of the current research is not just to establish a connection between the two aspects but also gather and adequately analyze data to offer rationale behind any such connection. In pursuit of more detailed views, opinions and experiences, the study will take a qualitative approach and its methodology is explained here in. 
2. Research Methodology
2.1 Research Objective(s)
The main objective of this exploratory study is to establish the relationship between mass incarceration and racism in the United States as it related to the African American Population.  The following are some of other research aims;
i. To find out the racial/ethnic diversity in the American prison systems. 
ii. To establish the historical and current imprisonment rates of African Americans versus other races. 
iii. To identity how structural racism have a role to play in imprisonment rates. 
iv. To reveal a link between structural racism and imprisonment rates. 

2.2 Data Collection Tools
The proposed study will be a mixed method qualitative study and it will use three main sources of data collection; scholarly journal studies, questionnaires and interviews. First, the researcher will select relevant peer reviewed journal articles on this topic and offer an in-depth review of literature to find out what the authors concluded. The review will compare the work of different authors and finally determine of a correlation exist between imprisonment rates and racism in the US. Secondly, the researcher will design questionnaires to distribute to sampled participants who will take part in this study. Lastly, interviews will also be used to collect data from respondents identified for the study. 
2.3 Research Participants
There will be two categories of the research participants; those who will fill the questionnaires and those that will respond to the interviews. For the first category, social media ads will be prepared to invite willing participants for the study, having varied ages, gender and racial affiliation. The researcher anticipates to have a sample of 30 participants who will be sent the questionnaires to fill. Secondly, the researcher will identify 15 individuals who will be randomly sought and requested to respond to the questions posed. This a sample will also reveal diversity along gender, ages and race. 
3. Research Procedure 
The researcher will personally take charge of all data collection procedures. The researcher will first identify scholarly journals relevant to the topic, read through them extensively and begin the process of writing the literature review. Main themes and ideas will be identified, compared and contrasted among the different authors. Finally a conclusion will be drawn to ascertain how they make sense of a correlation or non-correlation between mass incarceration and structural racism. 
Moving on, the researcher will map out the questions that will be used both in the survey and the interviews. Informed consent will be sought to participants in the two methods and confidentiality assured to encourage them to give their view freely. The questions will be concise, well thought-out and relevant to the topic. A sample of the questions is attached at the end of this proposal. For the questionnaires, the researcher will email them out to the identified participants and compile them after being filled out. The timeline of questionnaires, from dispatch to collection (all by email) will be one week. After collection, the questionnaires will be scrutinized and coded to identify the main themes and ideas that respondents has on the research topic. 
Concerning the interviews, the researcher will identify the respondents and undertake interviews to each one of them. An interview will take 8-10 minutes and the interviews will run for six days. The purpose of the interviews is to find out the attitudes, views and experiences of where mass incarceration is biased or not. With permission of respondents, the interviews will be auto recorded for later reference. After the interview process, the researcher will make transcription and further undertake extensive coding to summarize main ideas and themes emerging from the respondents. 
4. Anticipated Outcomes
The researcher speculates that the journal studies will reveal racial/ethnic disparities in the imprisonment statistics and trends. It is also anticipated that evidence will point towards a bias in the mass incarceration. Similarly, for both the questionnaire and interviews, the researcher expects the same trend. The thematic analysis of the questionnaires and transcribed interview results would acknowledge a degree of unfairness that disfavor the African American minorities. The outcomes of all the methods used will be used to compile a solid and well written conclusion to answer the research question. 




5. Schedule and Budget 
5.1 Timeline of the Proposal 
	Time
	Activity

	Week 1
	Coming up with the research question

	Week 2-4
	Selection of scholarly journals and writing of the literature review

	Week 5-6
	Designing the questionnaire

	Week 6-12
	Sourcing for the study participants

	Week 7
	Sending & collecting the questionnaires

	Week 8
	Conducting interviews

	Week 8-12
	Summary and Analysis of questionnaires + interviews

	Week 13-17
	Extensive data analysis 

	Week 18
	Presentation of results in a written report. 



5.2 Budgetary requirements
· A computer + internet connection
· Notebooks
· Tape recorder
· Miscellaneous supplies 
· Travel (for interviews)

6. Appendix
Questions for the study will include the following; 
· What age bracket do you identify with?
· What racial or ethnic background are you?
· What is your gender affiliation?
· Do you have an experience of incarceration? Please explain briefly.
· Has any of your family members been imprisoned before or currently imprisoned?
· Do you think the American society has racism? Please explain briefly.
· Do you believe the American Criminal Justice System operates fairly? Please explain briefly.
· In your opinion do you think racial minorities face more bias in incarceration?
· Do you think the war on violent/drugs is fairly administered? Please explain briefly. 
· Do you think enough is being done to make arrests impartial to anyone? Please explain briefly. 
· Can you draw a connection between mass incarceration and racism?
· In your opinion, please explain whether or not African Americans are unfairly targeted by the criminal justice system
· Do you think there is a connection between racism and mass incarceration? Please explain briefly showing your rationale. 
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